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Law enforcement officials document the scene on US 421 North near Peace Haven Road where a Forsyth County Sheriff's Department chase 
ended and shootout occurred, Monday. 


Highway chase 
ends in shootout 


SC man killed, deputy injured during chase, shootout with law enforcement on U.S. 421 


WES YOUNG AND SCOTT SEXTON 
STAFF REPORTERS 

A South Carolinaman who al- 
legedly fired on law enforcement 
officers during and after a chase 
on U.S. 421 near Peace Haven 
Road was fatally shot by officers 
on Monday, authorities said. 

A Forsyth County Sheriff's 
deputy received cuts to his face 
when his patrol vehicle win- 
dow was shattered by gunfire, 
but the deputy did not receive 
life-threatening wounds. No 
other people were injured. 

The dead man was identified 
as Alexander Parks Holland, 29, 
of Charleston, 8.C. 

The chase began shortly after 
2a.m. when a Forsyth County 
deputy tried to stop a Toyota Ta- 
coma on Lewisville-Clemmons 
Road as the driver was pulling 
onto U.S. 421 southbound to- 
ward Winston-Salem, authori- 
ties said. 

The sheriff's office said the 
deputy tried to stop the Tacoma 
because of a motor vehicle vio- 
lation. 

During the short chase that 
followed, the driver fired at dep- 
uties from the vehicle he was 


Law enforcement officials document the scene on US 421 North near 
Peace Haven Road. 


driving, the sheriff's office said. 
Officers with the Winston-Sa- 
lem Police Department and 
troopers with the N.C. Highway 
Patrol responded as well. 
Multiple patrol vehicles, in- 
cluding one of the police depart- 
ment’s vehicles, were struck by 
gunfire during the chase. 


During the chase, the Tacoma 
apparently exited U.S. 421 onto 
Peace Haven Road, and then 
turned onto the ramp leading to 
northbound U.S. 421, where the 
Tacoma crashed and rolled over. 

The chase ended about 
2:21a.m., Winston-Salem Police 
said, when the sheriff's deputies 
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of Unmet Needs’. pace as 


used a pursuit intervention tech- 
nique that caused the Tacoma to 
crash. Police said that after the 
crash, the Tacoma driver got out 
and was holding arifle. The sher- 
iff's office said the Tacoma driver 
continued to shoot at deputies, 
who returned fire. 

Authorities said that after 
Holland was shot — he also re- 
ceived injuries from the crash — 
law enforcement officers tried 
life-saving measures until emer- 
gency medical services person- 
nel arrived. Holland died on the 
scene, authorities said. 

U.S. 421 northbound at Peace 
Haven Road was closed until 
shortly after noon on Monday. 

The deputy injured by broken 
windshield glass was treated at a 
local hospital and released. The 
sheriff's office did not release the 
name of the injured deputy, nor 
did it name three deputies who 
were involved in the shooting 
and who are now on adminis- 
trative leave, which is standard 
procedure in officer-involved 
shootings. 

Online court records from 
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Cooper 
touts state's 
‘enduring 


prosperity’ 


GARY D. ROBERTSON 
AND HANNAH SCHOENBAUM 
Associated Press 

RALEIGH — North Carolina 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper 
urged legislators on Monday 
night to keep fueling opportu- 
nities for the state’s citizens to 
succeed through more monetary 
investments in K-12 education, 
mental health services and pub- 
lic safety. 

“Our moment to build en- 
during prosperity is now. And 
I know that North Carolina is 
ready,” Cooper said while deliv- 
ering what's likely his final bien- 
nial State of the State address to 
a joint House-Senate session at 
the Legislative Building. 

The state of the state, the gov- 
ernor added at the close of his 
34-minute televised speech, is 
“pright and energized with the 
promise of tomorrow.” 

But Cooper — barred by the 
constitution from seeking a third 
consecutive four-year term in 
2024 — also warned Republicans 
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Triad 
hospitals lift 
visitor age 
restrictions 


RICHARD CRAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The Triad’s largest hospitals 
will reopen to young visitors at 
7a.m. Tuesday, but masking re- 
quirements remain in place for 
all visitors and staff. 

‘The ending of flu and respi- 
ratory syncytial virus restric- 
tions were announced jointly 
Monday by Atrium Health Wake 
Forest Baptist, Cone Health, No- 
vant Health Inc. and Randolph 
Health. 

Those restrictions for ages 13 
and under were put in place Nov. 
15. 

‘Anyone experiencing respira- 
tory virus symptoms is encour- 
aged to help control the spread 
of the illness by not visiting pa- 
tients in the hospital. 

Symptoms include fever, 
headaches/body —aches/pain, 
cough or sore throat, stuffy or 
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Documentary explores NC’s ‘Registry of Unmet Needs 


RICHARD CRAVER 
Staff Reporter 

Local behavioral health advo- 
cates are sponsoring the show- 
ing of a 25-minute documentary 
Thursday in their latest attempt 
to drawattention to the more than 
16,000 North Carolinians on what 
is known as the “Registry of Un- 
met Needs.” 

“UNMET: 
North Carolina’s 
Two  Develop- 
mental Disability 
Crises” will be 
shown at7 p.m. in 
the ACE Theatre 
complex on the 
UNC School of the 
Arts campus, 1533 
S. Main St. in Winston-Salem. A 
panel discussion will follow. 

There are more than 800 in For- 
syth County on the registry list of 
unmet needs. 
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The state’s Medicaid inno- 
vations waiver initiative allows 
people with intellectual and de- 
velopmental disabilities to receive 
services and assistance in their 
homes and communities instead 
of in an institution. The services 
involve skill building, intensive 
recovery support and transitional 
living. A slot is created for each in- 
dividual receiving the additional 
services. 

The more than 16,000 North 
Carolinians on the registry are 
awaiting the state funding neces- 
sary to place them ina slot. Some 
people have been waiting more 
than 20 years. 

There has been an increasing 
bipartisan awareness in the state 
legislature of the need to provide 
additional state funding to take 
individuals off the registry. There 
are at least 266 Forsyth residents 
currently receiving the services, 


WANT TO GO? 


What: “UNMET: North Caroli- 
na’s Two Developmental Dis- 
ability Crises” 


When: 7 p.m. Thursday 


Where: ACE Theatre complex, 
UNC School of the Arts, 1533 S. 
Main St. in Winston-Salem 


according to Partners Health 
Management, a behavioral health 
managed care organization. 

The 2021-22 state budget in- 
cluded $37.5 million in funding to 
provide an additional 1,000 inno- 
vations waiver slots. 

Still, Forsyth has gained limited 
slots since 2017. 

“Expanding innovation waiver 
slots has been a priority for me,” 
said state Sen. Joyce Krawiec, 


R-Forsyth, who has been a pri- 
mary sponsor of bills that would 
add innovations waiver slots. 
“T believe it is crucial to provide 
services to this vulnerable popu- 
lation. I do believe that the timing 
isright. I will not give up until ser- 
vices to this group of citizens have 
been provided.” 

The funding shortfall began 
in earnest during the Easley and 
Perdue administrations when the 
Democratic-controlled legisla- 
ture reduced overall state spend- 
ing in order to balance the state 
budget during the Great Reces- 
sion. During the 2019-20 state 
budget debate, Senate GOP lead- 
ers focused on reducing the wait - 
ing list in an attempt to counter 
building momentum for expand- 
ing Medicaid. 

In March 2020, a coalition of 
behavioral health advocates held 
what was known as the “2Long- 


2Wait” rally to draw attention to 
the registry and waiting list. 

Bill Donohue, one of the rally 
organizers, wrote in an opin- 
ion piece published in the Win- 
ston-Salem Journal that the reg- 
istry represents “people of all ages 
and socioeconomic groups who 
have intellectual and/or devel- 
opmental disabilities.” 

Donohue and Deborah Woolard 
are the parents of Jeremy Dono- 
hue, 38, who has a rare disease 
combination of FSH (facioscapu- 
lohumeral) muscular dystrophy 
and Down syndrome. 

Donohue said he is encouraged 
that bill sponsors recognize “the 
notion of addressing those in 
North Carolina who have waited 
the longest” 
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Construction at Forsyth Medical forces traffic pattern change 


RICHARD CRAVER 
Staff Reporter 

Novant Health has adjusted 
traffic patterns for a third time at 
Forsyth Medical Center related 
to construction of a critical care 
tower, this time for amuch shorter 
time span. 

‘The system said Friday it is tem- 
porarily closing the Hawthorne 
Road entrance, beginning Mon- 
day and lasting through March 10. 

Patients and visitors will con- 
tinue to enter and exit the hospital 
campus from Silas Creek Parkway. 


Signage will be in place to assist 
motorists and visitors with the 
temporary traffic pattern. 

Patients and visitors in need of 
emergency services should con- 
tinue to use the Hanes Mall Bou- 
levard entrance. 

‘The visitor parking lot remains 
available with an exit onto Haw- 
thorne Road. 

‘The system has been rerouting 
the flow of traffic entering campus 
from the main Silas Creek Park- 
way entrance nearest Hawthorne 
Road. The closing is expected to 


be effective until late 2024. 

The two-lane road leading up to. 
the traffic circle will merge into a 
single lane and wrap around to a 
new and more centrally located 
pickup area near the women’s 
and children’s center. The system 
said the new pickup area will serve 
patients while the covered pickup 
location in front of the hospital’s 
west tower is temporarily closed. 

The temporary closing also 
cuts off the primary pathway to 
the main entrance when entering 
from the intersection of Hanes 


Mall Boulevard and Silas Creek 
Parkway. 

The traffic changes were done 
to accommodate the next phase 
ofaplanned $403.4 million infra- 
structure and capital investment 
at the hospital. 

Novant started the second 
phase of its expansion in Septem- 
ber 2021. 

‘The tower is the largest invest - 
ment by Novant forits main Triad 
hospital. 

The five-story, 
193,000-square-foot critical care 


tower will have 60 critical-care 
and 36 intermediate beds, along 
with an enhanced surgical suite 
and supportive services. 

The tower is being built on the 
former site of the hospital's Re- 
habilitation Center. Although 
the tower is projected to open 24 
months after the demolition is 
completed, interior renovations 
will continue through 2027. 
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Shootout 


From AL 


Charleston show that Holland 
was actually scheduled to ap- 
pear in court there on Monday, 
in connection with driving under 
the influence and simple posses- 
sion of marijuana. Holland was 
also scheduled to appear in court 
on March 31 in connection with a 
charge of disobeying a lawful or- 
der and another marijuana charge. 

‘The simple possession charge 
was made against Holland by 
Charleston city police on Sept. 
19, 2021, when Holland was also 
charged with the unlawful carry- 
ing of a pistol, and with the count 
of disobeying a lawful order. Hol- 
land’s bond was set at $26,080, 
mostly because of the gun charge, 
which came with a bond amount 
of $25,000. 

Holland appears to have made 
bail on Sept. 21 or 22, 2021. The 
court record shows a dismissal in 
the gun case that was filed Oct. 26, 
2022. Anorder for the forfeiture of 
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Law enforcement officials document the scene on US 421 North near 


Peace Haven Road. 


a weapon was madein the case on 
Nov. 8, 2022, 

In the aftermath of Monday’s 
shooting, the State Bureau of In- 
vestigation took over the investi- 
gation of the death of the suspect, 
which is also standard procedure. 

Police said two of its officers 


are on administrative duty as they 
fired their weapons during the in- 
cident. The officers were identi- 
fied as J.C. Lancaster, a five-year 
veteran of the police force, and 
AJ. Perrell, a four-year veteran. 
Police officials said its own in- 
vestigators would be probing the 


assault on_ city 
police officers 
and that an ad- 
ministrative in- 
vestigation would 
be carried out by 
the police profes 
sional standards 
division. 

Kimbrough re- 
leased a statement expressing 
condolences to the family and 
friends of Holland. The sheriff 
said the incident is a reminder of 
the danger that law enforcement 
officers encounter every day. 

“Because of our love and our 
commitment to the community, 
you can rest assured that we are 
proud to serve and protect, and 
will continue to do so; Kim- 
brough said. “All that we ask in 
return is your continued prayers 
and support.” 

The last time a Forsyth County 
sheriff's deputy was involved in an 
officer-involved shooting was on 
March 24, 2020. 

That afternoon, deputies shot 
Christopher Joel Mock, 45, fol- 


Holland 


Lancaster Perrell 


lowing a car chase that ended at 
a convenience store on Lewis- 
ville-Clemmons Road. Mock died 
inthe emergency room at Atrium 
Health Wake Forest Baptist Hos- 
pital. 

In that case, deputies were at- 
tempting to stop a Dodge pickup 
truck that matched the descrip- 
tion of a vehicle officers were 
searching in a missing persons 
case. 

Winston-Salem police officers 
later discovered the body of Toni 
Renee Handy, who had been re- 
ported missing, inside her home 
on Kimball Lane. 
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Visitors 


From Al 


runny nose, chills, fatigue, nau- 
sea, vomiting and diarrhea. 

There is no age restriction on 
those seeking medical care, and 
children may be permitted to visit 
hospitalized patients under spe- 
cial circumstances, such as visit- 
ing a dying family member. 

In these instances, parents 
should work with the patient’s 
care team to make arrange- 
ments. 

However, some hospitals and 
health systems may have addi- 


tional restrictions on visitors in 
certain areas. 

The systems continue to en- 
courage their respective com- 
munities to stay home when 
sick, maintain good respiratory 
etiquette, such as hand washing 
and covering the nose and mouth 
when sneezing or coughing, and 
get vaccinated against flu and 
COVID-19 — including the latest 
COVID-19 fall boosters. 

The planned lifting of youth vis- 
itor restrictions come as Forsyth 
County was reported last week 
with five additional COVID-19 
deaths by the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services. 


Meanwhile, the weekly new 
case count in Forsyth dropped to 
a three-month low, 

Three of the latest COVID-19 
related deaths were listed as oc- 
curring during the week that 
ended Feb. 25, while the other two 
were reported the previous week. 

DHHS cautions its weekly totals 
are subject to revision, including 
factoring in cases and deaths that 
occurred weeks or months ago, 
but were only recently confirmed 
as related to COVID-19. 

There were 319 cases listed for 
Forsyth, down from a revised 441 
in the previous report. 

The most recent time the 


weekly case count was lower was 
259 for the week that ended Nov. 
26. 

About 20%, or 64, of the new 
cases were listed as reinfections 
by DHHS. 

Altogether, Forsyth has had 
125,394 confirmed cases and 969 
COVID-related deaths since the 
pandemic began in mid-March 
2020. 

Last week, the number of 
COVID-19 patients admitted to 
hospitals in North Carolina was 
at 778, compared with 843 for the 
week that ended Feb. 18. 

Hospitals in a17-county version 
of the Triad region averaged 167 


COVID-19 patients, down from 
192 for the week that ended Feb. 
18. 

The current dominant omi- 
cron subvariants have proven to 
be more contagious, contributing 
to the surge in hospitalizations. 
DHHS lists seven active subvari- 
ants, down from 10 in the previous 
report. 

The XBB 1.5 subvariant made up 
70% of new cases from Feb. 5 to 
Feb. 18, along with 22% the BQ1.1 
subvariant. 
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Cooper 


From Al 


in charge of the General Assem- 
bly against passing measures that 
would further attempt to limit 
abortion access and restrict voting. 
He said they could slow the state’s 
economic engine. He pointed to 
other proposals that would limit 
how teachers can instruct students 
about race and sexuality and gen- 
der identity. 

“T challenge this General Assem- 
bly to keep us off the front lines of 
those culture wars that hurt peo- 
ple and cost us jobs so that we can 
continue our successful bipartisan 
work,” Cooper said. He referred to 
the economic fallout from a 2016 
state law — later partially repealed 
— that limited which public bath- 
rooms that transgender people 
could use. 

While Cooper has successfully 
blocked other measures with his 
veto stamp over the past four years, 
Republican electoral gains in No- 
vember put them only one seat shy 
of holding veto-proof majoritiesin 
both chambers. 

“Use the public schools to build 
abrighter future, not to bully and 
marginalize LGBTQ students. 
Don’t make teachers re-write 
history;’ Cooper said. “Keep the 
freedom to vote in reach for every 


eligible voter. Leave the decisions 
about reproductive health care to 
women and their doctors.” 

Republican Lt. Gov. Mark Robin- 
son, whois likely to run to attempt 
to succeed Cooper next year, gave 
the GOP response to his speech. 
Robinson promoted a Republi- 
can brand of fiscal responsibility, 
safety on the streets and public 
school teachers focusing on basic 
instruction, not ideology. 

Cooper took some credit for the 
state’s recent successes, pointing 
tohis focus on developing the state 
into a locale for the clean energy 
economy, particularly with re~ 
cent electric vehicle industry an- 
nouncements, His administration 
also has benefitted from federal 
funds to boost child care, build 
high-speed internet in rural areas 
and renovate infrastructure. Flush 
state coffers have helped, too. 

Cooper thanked GOP legislators 
for passing with hima 2021 carbon 
emissions reduction law. He also 
praised the Republican announce- 
ment last week of an agreement to 
expand Medicaid to hundreds of 
thousands of low-income adults 
after a decade of waiting. 

Still, Cooper pleaded with leg- 
islators to enact it now — rather 
than wait a few months later — to 
tap into more federal money for 
hospitals. 

“When we get Medicaid expan- 
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Gov. Roy Cooper is greeted in the House chamber before delivering his 
State of the State address to a joint session of the N.C. General Assembly 


in Raleigh on Monday. 


sion across the finish line, it will 
save lives)” Cooper said following a 
standing ovation from Democrats. 

On education, Cooper said his 
two-year budget proposal ex- 
pected later this month would 
fund the entire remedial education 
spending plan that a trial judge 
first approved in 2021 and pitch 
“double-digit” percentage raises 
for teacher and principals. 

The remedial plan was designed 
tocomply with long-ago state Su- 
preme Court rulings that found the 
state is falling short on giving chil- 
dren the “opportunity for a sound 


basic education.” The legislature 
will approve the lawmakers’ own 
budget to present to Cooper. 

InNovember, the state Supreme 
Court affirmed state money could 
be transferred to agencies to carry 
out the remedial plan without ex- 
press General Assembly approval. 
But a new version of the court — 
flipped from a Democratic major- 
ity to Republican — said Friday it 
would revisit the case known as 
“Leandro,” named for an original 
lawsuit plaintiff. 

In an audience that included 
Chief Justice Paul Newby and 


other justices sitting nearby, Coo- 
per said the “court should uphold 
decades of bipartisan Supreme 
Court precedent that comes 
down on the side of the children, 
because that’s what really matters 
— the children.” 

While Cooper said the “youth 
mental health crisis cannot be 
ignored,” the governor also said 
he would propose a plan in the 
coming days “that makes historic 
investments in the whole-person 
health of every North Carolinian.” 
He didn’t provide details. 

On law enforcement improve- 
ments, Cooper said resources are 
needed to recruit and retain more 
good officers, in part through bet - 
ter pay and training. But he also 
linked such support to keeping 
firearms out of the hands of chil- 
dren, criminals and those in dan- 
ger of suicide. 

“In the weeks to come, let’s 
move forward to fight gun vio- 
lence, not backward)” Cooper 
said. While Republicans are back- 
ing legislation to boost the safe 
storage of guns, they've also been 
pushing to ease gun laws this year. 

The GOP response gave Robin- 
son an opportunity to reach vot- 
ers during a term in office marked 
in part by his accusations that 
children in the public schools are 
being indoctrinated through both 
racial concepts and sex education. 


